
Notes from a meeting of 
Exmouth Town Team 

held at 1800 on Wednesday 4 September 2019 
at Exmouth Town Hall 

 
Item Discussion Action 

1. Attendees John Thorogood - Chair (Exmouth Chamber) 
Rons Boatman - Exmouth Town Council (Local 
Authority) 
Jennifer Wellington – Exmouth Town Council (Local 
Auth) 
Cllr Bruce De Saram - Exmouth Town Council (Local 
Auth) 
Graham Bell - Exmouth Art Group (Community Group) 
Jenny Clark - Eaton-Terry Clark (Rolle Street) 
Marion Drew - Exmouth in Bloom (Community Group) 
Gerry Bassett – Exmouth in Bloom (Community Group) 

 

2. Apologies Lisa Bowman - Exmouth Town Council (Local Authority) 
Natasha Smart - Exmouth Town Council (Local 
Authority) 
Cllr Maddy Chapman - Exmouth Town Council (Local 
Auth) 
Geoff Bowen - Websites and More (Exeter Road) 
Gayle Robson - Eaton-Terry Clark (Rolle Street) 
Peter Riggs - Yellowbird: Creative Solutions 
Dirk Leonard 

 

3. Notes from 
last meeting 

The notes from the last meeting on 18 July 2019 were 
approved. 

 

4. Matters 
arising from 
last mtg 

Jenny Clark had contacted the Jurassic Coast Trust re 
whether one of their volunteers could assist with the 
Exmouth dinosaur trail (and whether Jenny could host 
the volunteer). She is still awaiting a response with 
further details. 
Rons Boatman made members aware of the following 
events being held re the Jurassic Coast: 

• A public consultation meeting on the Future of the 
Jurassic Coast – Tuesday 10th September in 
Exmouth library. 

Stuart Line Triassic Cruise 12 September 

• Jurassic Coast presentation – Wednesday 30th
 

October at Exmouth Town Hall, Exmouth Town 
Council meeting room. 

Jenny Clark to 
chase email 

 
 

Rons Boatman to 
send details to 
Town Team 
members of the 
30th October 
meeting 

5. Dinosaur Jenny Clark gave a brief update on the Dinosaur Project,  

Project which she felt was well supported despite the recent  

 negative press relating to the cost of repairs.  

 All Dinosaurs that had been sent to be repaired have now Jenny Clark 
 been reinstalled, apart from the baby T-Rex which is still arranging repairs 
 being fixed. A quote is being sought to create a cage for and quote for 

 the baby T-Rex to minimise the risk of further vandalism. baby T-Rex cage 



 Those that have been reinstalled have been set into 
concrete and filled with foam to make them stronger. 
The cost of this has been paid for out of the budget for 
ongoing maintenance costs (budget previously set at 
£2000). 

 

It was suggested that John Thorogood writes a positive 
press release about the Dinosaurs, highlighting how well 
supported it has been by children and adults alike, to 
counter the negative articles recently published. 
Both Jenny and Rons Boatman confirmed that the 
Dinosaur Packs had been selling well and positive 
feedback received. 

 
Jenny Clark thanked Marion Drew for her help over the 
Exmouth Festival weekend. 

 
Exmouth in Bloom are in discussion with Jenny Clark and 
EDDC re flower infilling around the Dinosaurs. 

 

Jenny Clark and 
Rons Boatman to 
send John 
Thorogood any 
stats i.e. amount 
raised by selling 
the Dinosaur 
packs, how many 
have been sold, 
so that he can 
write a press 
release and write 
a letter to the 
Exmouth Journal 

6. Exmouth 
Station 
Jurassic 
Project 

Peter Riggs and Cllr Brian Bailey were not present at the 
meeting so could not give an update to their outstanding 
actions. However, Peter Riggs did email the following 
update prior to the meeting: ‘…I understand the new 
details they ask for that I sent are with FirstGroup & The 
Department of Transport.’ 
Further to this, Graham Bell added that both himself and 
Peter had presented their ideas re the hoarding with 
specification details to GWR and are awaiting a 
response. Graham believes that the land is owned by 
Network Rail and permissions have been given to put 
something on this land. 

Peter Riggs to 
provide written 
clarification from 
GWR that they are 
fully aware of the 
inclusion of the 
planned rocks 
and planting 
frontage to the 
hoarding 

 

Cllr Bailey to 
obtain written 
confirmation of 
EDDC 
permissions (both 
as property owner 
and planning 
authority).  To 
also clarify in 
writing planning 
policy relating to 
‘educational use’ 

7. The Clock 
Project 

Nick Cristo from EDDC was not present at the meeting 

so could not give an update from an EDDC point of 

view. 

Marion Drew explained how the Magnolia planting had 

been removed, along with around 2ft of the soil from the 

flower beds. These beds are to be filled with sensory 

plants by EDDC, which are on order. It was felt that this 

change in flowers could influence a spruce-up of the 

 



 area, which could include capping the clock but leaving 

the pole to hang hanging baskets or paint the clock 

face. 

The idea of having an information point in the Magnolia 

Centre was raised. 

Graham Bell to 
develop ideas for 
clock artwork 

 
Lisa Bowman to 
update on 
previous findings 

8. Town Clean John Thorogood confirmed that the Exmouth Chamber 
of Commerce would fund the printing of window stickers 
for those businesses who took part in the Town Clean. 

 

9. Tourist 

Information 
Service (TIS) 

Rons Boatman provided an update on the TIS move to 
their new premises at 45a the Strand, Exmouth which 
was very successful and the reactions from visitors has 
been positive. 
The footfall has increased dramatically since the move 
so the number of volunteers on duty may need to be 
doubled next Summer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rons Boatman to 
discuss costs 
with Marion and 
the Deputy Town 
Clerk 

Marion Drew added that they are looking to update the 
Floral Trail but are waiting to secure funding to print the 
new leaflets. Marion has been talking with Exmouth 
Town Council’s Deputy Clerk however Jenny Clark 
suggested that this be paid for through the Town Team’s 
budget. 

Marion also added that Exmouth in Bloom may be able 
to supply a hanging basket for the new TIS office next 
year. 

10. Albion Hill 
Houses/ 
Hoardings/ 
Cycle Path 
Improvements 

Graham Bell updated members that one of the biggest 
landlords in Albion Street/Hill is the owner of Tempest 
Jewellers. Jenny Clark also updated members that she 
is in contact with landlords in George and Charles Street. 

Graham Bell and 
Jenny Clark to 
contact landlords 
to gauge interest 
in improvement 
ideas 

Jenny Clark also raised the coloured reveal designs in 
Meadow Street as a possible idea for Albion Street/Hill. 

 

Marion Drew had been speaking with the Neighbourhood 
Highway Officer Richard Elliot about reducing parking in 
Albion Street. However, Richard said that there was no 
money to do this. Another idea was to create a 
pedestrianised area at the bottom of the street (from 
Lloyd Maunder’s Butchers to the junction with Union 
Street). 

Further discussion 

11. Town Team Rons Boatman and Natasha Smart will circulate dates Cllr Bruce de 
future for 2020 considering EDDC Overview and Scrutiny Saram to send 
meetings and meetings as well as other meetings members may have. EDDC meeting 
dates for  dates to Exmouth 
2020  Town Council 

  Reception 



12. Other Future 
Projects & 
Ideas 

Marion Drew raised the idea of installing ‘Selfie-frames’ 
in various locations around Exmouth and showed 
members various examples. The idea for Exmouth could 
be a wooden beach hut, which could be free-standing 
(but secured to the floor) or attached to railings. 
Jenny Clark raised the idea of letters spelling out 
‘EXMOUTH’ or ‘I  EXMOUTH’ that can be climbed on 
or sat in. 

Jenny Clark to 
contact a retired 
set-designer for a 
quote. 

 

Jenny Clark to 
circulate 
examples to 
members 

Graham Bell, Gerry Bassett and Marion Drew updated 
members on a project that Exmouth in Bloom are 
working on to install some 3D metal sculptures on the 
roundabout opposite The Powder Monkey. Safety 
concerns were raised due to the proximity to the 
nightclub, but members were reassured that this has 
been considered. 
Infilling the Dinosaur paddocks with plants is an ongoing 
project. An additional idea of installing a Dinosaur made 
to be climbed on was discussed, which may help protect 
the other Dinosaurs. 

 

Additionally, Graham Bell explained that the Chair of 
Exmouth Art Group has made it known that the Art Group 
has money available to help fund a sensory garden or 
mural between Gunfield Gardens/Madeira Walk/back of 
Ocean at Queen’s Drive. 

Ideas to Graham 
Bell 

13. AOB Aladdin’s Cave on the Strand has been causing Members to 
concern as the shop front displays are messy and report any 
potentially encroaching onto the pavement outside of encroachment or 
the allocated shop space. issues to the 
The Neighbourhood Highway Officer is aware and has Neighbourhood 
told the owners to not place items out of their shop Highway Officer 
boundary. Nothing else can be done at this time. at Devon County 

 Council 

Date of Next 
Meeting 

The meeting ended at 1918. 
 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 10 October at 
1800 at Exmouth Town Hall. 

 

 


