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The Mayor’s Ball
Thanks are due to all who made the Mayor’s Ball so successful on 19th April.  An annual event which celebrates Exmouth and all the people who work so hard in the community to make this a special town.  The event went with a swing and raised over £1,000 which will be distributed by the Mayor Councillor Joy Whipps to the young peoples’ Uniformed Organisations in Exmouth.   Each Scout, Guide, Cub, Brownie, Beaver and Rainbow Unit including cadet units stand to gain a small contribution each towards their activities.   Next year’s Ball is already booked at the Pavilion for 18 April so make sure you reserve the date for this excellent annual event.
Exmouth Festival
Summer is on its way when the Exmouth Festival Season kicks in.   Brochures are already being circulated far and wide and are available from the Town Hall.    A copy will be circulated soon with the Herald to each household.    This year’s festival is extended beyond the late May bank holiday weekend from 22nd to 30th May.   Yes it will be a jam-packed nine days celebrating local music, arts and culture.    
No it’s not stuffy, it’s for everyone to enjoy from the top of the town to the shoreline.   There are 113 listed events in the brochure – yes 113.   Festival Organiser Nicky Nicholls says ‘We have been working all year with a great band of volunteers to put on a festival which we believe improves year on year.    So what is on offer?  Events for children, young people, families and older people in fact everyone.    Many local people will be performing and others just appreciating the myriad of local talent which is here in our own town.   We will hear performances from primary school children, Community College Students, Centre Stage, soloists and groups. We will see fantastic creations through craft workshops in ceramics, paper and fabric.  The fantastic Glorius Chorus will sing their soulful and passionate repertoire in the Pavilion with an amazing ticket price of only £6 – you would be foolish to miss it.    There will be a ukele workshop, a drama workshop, big band, folk music, blues, Shanties, Jazz, Samba, dance workshops Sandsculpture Competition Battle of the Bands and Exe Factor rock event in the Pavilion.  
How is it possible to pack so much into the festival? – I just don’t know,  it somehow germinates from the initial seeds of ideas, grows and comes together as  everyone’s contributions meld miraculously to provide a fully formed festival’. 
The one final element which we need to make the festival truly successful is you.     We want as many of our town’s 36,000 people to experience at least one event.   Once bitten, you will surely want to stay for more.   Our promise is that if you become a festival follower, you will not be disappointed, and we guarantee to put a smile on your face.  Take a trip around www.exmouthfestival.org.uk to get in the mood.
Joey the Lips

The grand finale event for Exmouth Festival and the starting event for Exmouth Rotary Kite Festival will be the Joey the Lips concert sponsored by Exmouth Town Council and The Rotary Club of Exmouth.  Billed as the Nations funkiest 10 piece sole band you will be up and dancing before you know it.   The venue will be the Imperial Recreation Ground so we can fit in a huge audience.  This will be our own ‘Stadium event’ followed by a firework display.   Come early at 6pm, bring your collapsible chairs and a picnic and live the life of Riley on your own doorstep.   There is a reasonable charge of £6 in advance or £8 on the gate – where else can you get such value?   
The Exmouth Rotary Kite Festival
And if that was not enough fun for one year, the Exmouth Rotary Kite Festival continues on the Imperial Recreation Ground on 31st May and 1st June.    This second year will be better than last year with more top kite flyers from around the world.    Exmouth will be the only place to be at the end of May and beginning of June.    Top events for a top town!

Season of Sundays
So that you do not have to go a whole year without Festival Events the Season of Sundays will continue with more events.   On 27th July at 7pm the Band of her Majesty’s Royal Marines CTCRM will play, on 10th August at 7.30pm the Westcountry Theatre Company present William Shakespeare’s ‘As You Like It’, on 17th August at 2.30pm Budleigh Salterton Male Voice Choir will sing and on 31st August at 2pm Exmouth Folk hosted by The Exmouth Shanty Men will perform all from the Performance Stage in the Manor Gardens.
Planning Powers for Town Council

In June the Town Council will for the first time take on the power of decision for applications relating to work on Trees covered by Tree Preservations order and trees within Conservation Areas.    It will also be making decisions on Advertisement Consent applications.  These are new powers being delegated only to Town and Parish Council’s which have achieved Quality Council Status.  The District Council will continue to administer the applications but for the first time in this area for a very long time, Planning related decision making will be carried out locally.

Exmouth in Bloom

Summer Bedding flowers will start to appear in Exmouth at the beginning of June.   The Town Council will put out its flower towers around the town at the same time with three of the towers on Marine Way being relocated away from the trees on the Football Club side onto the straight into town beside the bank.  Everyone can contribute to the Town’s entry into the National Britain in Bloom competition by being extra careful at not dropping litter or allowing their dogs to foul the pavements.   Cleanliness of the town will be important and graffiti and flyposting will count against us.    Private properties need to be well cared for too and all add to the overall appearance and feel that the town projects.   Good luck to the East Devon Street Scene Team with their Summer bedding programme and to Councillor Pat Graham and her Exmouth in Bloom Team who have been working extra hard this year to give Exmouth the best chance in the competition.   See them on www.exmouthinbloom.org.uk  
Exmouth Town Council Website

Our website has had a revamp.    Tell us what you think and let us have any suggestions for information which you would like to see on there.   Go to www.exmouth.gov.uk  The Events Diary is temporarily out of service but will be back soon.        

For more information – contact the Town Clerk on 01395 276167, visit the Town Hall,   contact your Local Councillor or visit www.exmouth.gov.uk
Any comments or views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of Exmouth Town Council.  The newsletter is edited by the Town Clerk.
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