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Exmouth Town Council –Newsletter 
   

Newsletter 32        November  2008 
 
Port-en-Bessin-Huppain 
On Friday 31st October the Mayor Joy Whipps and her consort Alan Whipps with Town Clerk 
John Wokersien and his wife Sue visited Port-en-Bussin-Huppain in Normandy.    
 
This visit followed a presentation to the Council, some months ago, by RM Padre – Pastor David 
Devenny who had been involved with creating a memorial garden on a site overlooking Port-en-
Bessin.   The town held a strategic position for the D Day landings and a Royal Marine 
Commando Unit – 47 Commando (specially created to undertake the task) – were given the 
mission of recapturing the town which was fortified by gun emplacements in bunkers on the 
cliffs on either side of the Town.  The brave action of the unit in retaking the town ensured that 
Port-en-Bessin was one of the first French towns to be returned to Allied hands.    
 
Without this port, it would have been difficult to fully supply the allied forces in the days 
following D Day.     Fuel for the vehicles used was delivered through the port, first in ‘Gerry 
Cans’ then via a temporary supply line from ships at sea and then through a supply pipe 
(PLUTO) which extended from the Isle of Wight to Port-en-Bessin where 1,000 gallons of fuel 
was delivered daily.    
 
The suggestion for the link from Pastor Devenny arose because of the very special relationship 
Exmouth has with the Royal Marines.   He felt that there was a need for the Communities to take 
responsibility for the relationship and the remembrance of the terrible actions which resulted in 
the D Day landings being necessary.    He particularly wanted Exmouth to be involved because it 
has a key place in the heart of the Royal Marines and the Royal Marines have a key place in the 
heart of Exmouth. 
 
The result was that the Council in principle supported the forging of links.    The Council 
recognized the importance of our relationships with Langerwehe and Dinan and did not wish to 
detract in any way from those long established twining arrangements so ably run by the Exmouth 
Town Twinning Committee.    So, whilst a full blown twinning between the towns may not be the 
answer at this stage it was felt that links could be explored. 
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The Mayor and Town Clerk therefore departed on Friday on the Portsmouth to Caen ferry and 
spent time on Saturday with the Mayor and Secretaire General of Port-en-Bessin to see what 
links might be established.   A uniting principle arising from the meeting was the need to ensure 
that  young people are involved in a vivid way in the lessons learned from the war and that these 
live on.  It is for that reason that we hope to create links via the Community College between the 
two towns.    Standing at the memorial overlooking the D Day landing beaches was a powerful 
and evocative thing for us to do and it is hoped that the Town Council can be represented at the D 
Day memorial ceremony in Port-en-Bessin in June 2009.    We hope too that some cultural 
relationships may spring from this new association between two towns united in war, and united 
in peace through their associations with the sea, the coast, the Channel and tourism.   Our initial 
thoughts were that there is nothing to lose from this new relationship and everything to be gained.   
We look forward to small steps towards a lasting association between the towns. 
 
Tourist Information Centre 
Exmouth Town Council has entered into a three year agreement with Exmouth Tourist 
Information Centre to support its operation with funding in the sum of £10,000 per year.   A 
decision was reached after careful consideration of a detailed Business Plan which the TIC were 
required to provide.   This should secure the immediate future of the TIC at a time when the 
Town Council is concerned to support the local economy in every way possible especially in the 
current turbulent financial times. 
 
Regeneration  
Public consultation is anticipated shortly in respect of feedback in respect of the ideas put 
forward by the public for improvements to the Strand.   Also consultation on detailed proposals 
on the scheme centred on the bus station site are hoped for very soon.  Work progresses well on 
the lifeboat station site on the seafront and it is understood that work is beginning again on the 
Harlequins scheme on the old swimming pool site.  
 
Exmouth ‘Christmas Cracker’ 
Look out for publicity for the Christmas Cracker event on 28th November starting at 5.30pm at 
the Strand Exmouth.    This will be a Christmas Lights switch on with a difference including 
fireworks, stalls and plenty of fun.   Town Management with Exmouth Festival are putting their 
all in to making this the best ever pre-Christmas weekend Exmouth has ever seen.    
 
Exmouth Fairtrade and Transition Towns 
Exmouth Town Council is expected to approve recommendations in support of two local 
organisations.   One which is supporting and encouraging the sale and purchase of Fairtrade 
products in our shops and businesses and the other which is looking at ways in which the town 
can transform over time to meet the future pressures which will arise as oil supply begins to 
decrease.  By endorsing the work of these organisations it is hoped this will encourage those 
involved and help them in their future work.    We very much look forward to working with those 
organisations in various of the activities we help to organize such as the Exmouth Festival and 
Town Management Christmas events. 
 
Gorfin Hall 
Exmouth Town Council manages the Gorfin Hall in Claremont Lane off Salterton Road.   A 
recent refurbishment has been carried out at a cost of £15,000.    This has brought the facilities up 
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to even better standards for all users.   The hall is let substantially year round but there is 
occasional space for casual bookings including children’s parties for which it is ideal.  Enquiries 
to the reception at the Town Hall or check out www.exmouth.gov.uk  
 
120 Plus Devon walks  
John Harris, a keen walker says “I got fed up with the lack of information on walks that were 
going on in the County so I decided that if I couldn’t find what I was looking for –  then I  had 
better create it!”  So http://www.walkingindevon.co.uk  came into being.  It gives lots of  
information on walks within Devon. 

 

Exmouth Town Council Members 
Here is a list of our Exmouth Town Council Members and how to contact them.   There are five 
councillors in each ward for the Town Council and if you have issues which you feel they may be 
able to help you with then they are contactable by telephone or in most cases by email.   
Remember that Councillors have lives too and calling them late in the evening or at other 
unsociable times is not reasonable in most circumstances. 

Brixington 

Mr TA Cope, 67 Winston Road EX8 4LR    Tel: 270128 
Email: trevor.cope@talk21.com 
Mr M. Ackland, 18 Betjeman Drive, EX8 5ST    Tel: 275062 
Email: acklamicha@aol.com 
Mr. D Chapman, 20 Marcom Close, EX8 5PW   Tel: 279029 
Email: dchapman@members.eastdevon.gov.uk 
Mrs. M. Chapman, 20 Marcom Close, EX8 5PW   Tel. 279029 
Email: dchapman@members.eastdevon.gov.uk 
Mr D. Nicholas, 7 Ivydale, EX8 4TA      Tel: 274912 
Email: darryl_nicholas@hotmail.com 
Halsdon 
Mr R. Turner, 13 Carter Avenue, EX8 3EF    Tel: 276123 
Email:  tr.turner@virgin.net 
Miss LM Elson, 23 Hazeldene Gardens, EX8 3JA   Tel: 264731 
         Fax: 264731 
Email: LynneM.Elson@btinternet.com 
Ms V Duval-Steer, 69 Byron Way, EX8 5SB Mobile:                07939 485293 
Email: vduval2007@btinternet.com 
Mrs PA Stott, 2 Featherbed Lane, EX8 3ND    Tel: 278461 
Email: Paulinestott@BTinternet.com 
Mrs J Whipps, 1 Ashleigh Road, Exmouth, EX8 2JY  Tel: 272391 
Email joy.whipps@tesco.net 
Littleham  
Mr K. Harper, 5B Sarlsdown Road, EX8 2HY   Tel: 264839 
Email: kbharper5b@hotmail.com 
Mr. J. Humphreys, Eversley, 15 Hartley Road, EX8 2SG  Tel. 222964 
Email:       
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Mrs. S. Sutton, 12 Sarlsdown Road, EX8 2HY   Tel. 224007 
Email: sandra.sutton1@btinternet.com 
Mr B. Walker, Apt 14, Bronte Court, 63 Salterton Road, EX8 2DW    Tel. 272612 
Email: brian.walker2@sky.com  
Mr. M. Williamson, Long Lane House, 1c Cranford Ave,EX8 2HP Tel.  224910 
Email: mark@markwill.force9.co.uk 
Town  
Mrs PA Graham, 40 St Andrews Road EX8 1AR   Tel: 273423 
Email: pat.graham@talktalk.net 
Mrs M. Hardy, 67 Salisbury Road, EX8 1SN   Tel: 227101 
Email: mhardy@eastdevon.gov.uk 
Mrs EE Wragg, 91 Victoria Road EX8 1DR    Tel: 273474 
Email: eileen.wragg@devon.gov.uk 
Mr. S. Gazzard, 11 Marpool Crescent, EX8 3QJ   Tel: 277185 
       Mobile                 07779960199 
Mr I. Stewart, 2A, Henrietta Place, EX8 1LD   Tel: 265611 
Email: ian.stewart@hotmail.co.uk 
Withycombe Raleigh  
Mrs J Mitchell, 24 Richmond Road EX8 2NB   Tel: 271428 
Mr MJ Mitchell, 24 Richmond Road, EX8 2NB         
Email: jandm61@talktalk.net 
Mrs BO Taylor, 11 Hamilton Lane EX8 2JT    Tel: 263805 
Mr J Tayor, 11 Hamilton Lane EX8 2JT    Fax:     222392 
Email: brenda.taylor@devon.gov.uk 
Mr S Wragg, 91 Victoria Road EX8 1DR    Tel: 273474 
Email: eileen.wragg@devon.gov.uk 
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The visiting delegation to Port-en-Bessin-Huppain with from left to right – the Town Guide, 
Madame Cavey (wife of the Mayor of Port-en-Bessin), Monsieur Douyere (First assistant to the 
Mayor), Councillor Joy Whipps Mayor of Exmouth, Monsieur Cavey Mayor of Port-en Bessin 
and Sue Wokersien wife of the Town Clerk who is taking the picture. 
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The memorial overlooking D Day landing beaches and Port-en-Bessin commemorating its 
liberation by 47 Commando RM on 6th – 7th June 1944. 
 
For more information – contact the Town Clerk on 01395 276167, visit the Town Hall,   contact 
your Local Councillor or visit www.exmouth.gov.uk 
 
Any comments or views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of Exmouth Town 
Council.  The newsletter is edited by the Town Clerk. 
 

 


