EXMOUTH TOWN Council
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF EXMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, EXMOUTH ON
MONDAY 24th OCTOBER 2011 AT 7.00 P.M.

 
PRESENT:    Councillors:    	S Sutton (Mayor)	
J Humphreys (Deputy Mayor)
B Cole			T Cope
D Chapman		M Chapman
T Dumper		V Duval-Steer
L Elson		P Graham		
A Greenhalgh		J Mitchell		
M Mitchell		W McConnell	
B Nash			C Nicholas	
I Stewart		B Taylor	
J Taylor		R Turner	
E Wragg 		S Wragg

GUESTS:  Councillor Peter Halse, Chairman of EDDC and Michael Prior, Alex Hartley and Sarah Ranby representing NowhereIsland

The Mayor welcomed guests, the public and members to the meeting.


PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
There were no members of the Public who wished to speak.

		
40.  APOLOGIES
       Councillors S Gazzard, P Stott and M Williamson.

41.	COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES      
The Minutes of the Town Council meetings held on the 12th September and 3rd October 2011 were received and signed as a correct record.

Matters Arising:- 
The Council had before it the report on the Devon County Show 2011 Exmouth Come to Life which had been prepared by Suzanne Birkett, Town Management Project Officer, and previously circulated.  Whilst the County Show stand had provided a high profile for Exmouth at the show it was considered that the organisation necessary was significant and it was not necessary to repeat the format annually.  Businesses could themselves take this up if they wished.  The resources could be better used on plans for the Queens Diamond Jubilee and Olympiad of Exmouth.

       RESOLVED that 
	
  (a) Town Management does not book a stand at Devon County Show in 2012      although if businesses wish to organise this themselves and take the lead then the Town Management Assistant would be able to act in an advisory role rather than as leader;

(b) That once the Christmas Cracker Event is completed the work of the Town Management Assistant be focused on leading local arrangements for the Queens Diamond Jubilee and Olympics within Exmouth. 
  
42.	URGENT BUSINESS 
       There were no items of urgent business.
	
43.  QUESTIONS UNDER STANDING ORDER 10
	Councillor S Wragg asked the following question of the Mayor:-

‘Would the Council consider asking what potential there is for some of the S106 contribution from Tesco extension to be used as development money for the Rolle Centre project?’

Following the granting of Planning Permission for the Tesco expansion £150,000 of Section 106 was to be spent to support the development of employment within the Town.  There would need to be clarification of use of the Section 106 funding taking into account the Exmouth Master Plan.

RESOLVED that an item be placed on the next Regeneration and General Purposes agenda for further discussion.  

Note: The Town Clerk declared a personal interest as a director of Rolle Exmouth Ltd.

44.  EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED that under the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960 the public and press be excluded in respect of Finance Committee Minute F30 (minute 48 page 15) to be considered at the end of the meeting because it is not in the public interest to discuss confidential financial information relating to another organisation which is unlikely to be otherwise disclosed.

45.  TOUR OF BRITAIN 
A short video and slideshow presentation prepared by Councillor A Greenhalgh was received on the end stage of the Cycle Tour of Britain day and a vote of thanks was given to all who had contributed to its success in particular Suzanne Birkett and John Wokersien.  The event had attracted thousands of visitors and the organisers were complimentary about the local arrangements.

46.  CHAIRMAN OF EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL
       Peter Halse, Chairman of East Devon District Council was in attendance to speak to    members and answer questions.	He gave a background to his recent career and how he hoped his role as Chairman of EDDC would be a unifying role and that localism would reinstate some powers back to the Town Council and restore communication between all authorities.  Questions were put forward on the Town Council’s role in planning matters and Ward members right to vote at district planning meetings whether there would be further cuts to the Streetscene budget affecting parks in particular, and future progress made by the forward planning committee.
47.  NOWHEREISLAND
	Michael Prior, a representative of Nowhere Island, had come to meet the Council prior to the island’s visit to the Town on 4th – 7th August 2012 when they would link in with the planned Jurassic Coast Earth Festival 2012.  Alex Hartley the artist who had discovered the Island in 2004 at Svalbard in the Higher Arctic region had on the 20th September 2011 secured the island as a new nation which now invited citizens to join the nation, of which approximately 3,000 had joined to date.  The project had secured £500,000 of Arts Council funding.  The Island measuring 40 metres long by 8 metres deep would be moored off Weymouth for the Paralympics in July and travel around the coast before mooring up opposite Exmouth’s Beach Gardens.  A mobile museum, ‘Embassy’ supported by twenty Arts and Community Organisations would accompany it. 

	Note: Councillor I Stewart declared an interest as an employee of the Northcott Theatre which had not received its sought after £500,000 this year.  He made a statement before the presentation expressing his displeasure at the Arts Council’s decision to fund this project and not the Northcott Theatre.  He questioned whether his interest was personal or prejudicial and was advised by a colleague that it was not and did not leave the room.  The Town Clerk was asked to advise and made it clear that the decision was at the discretion of the member concerned.  

48.  MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE
Councillor L Elson seconded by Councillor T Cope moved the acceptance of the minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 12th, 26th September and 10th October 2011 (as previously circulated).  

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 12th, 26th September and 10th October 2011 be received.

49.   MINUTES OF THE REGENERATION & GENERAL PURPOSES  
COMMITTEE 
Councillor M Chapman seconded by Councillor R Turner moved that the minutes of the Regeneration General Purposes Committee meeting held on 26th September 2011 be received.  Councillor B Taylor made reference to Min G36 and stated that allotment waste had not been reclassified as trade waste unless it was transported in a trade vehicle.

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Regeneration and General Purposes Committee     meeting held on 26th September 2011 be received and the recommendations contained therein adopted.

50.  MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Councillor R Turner seconded by Councillor T Cope moved that the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 10th October 2011 be received.  

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on the 10th October 2011 be received. 

Note: The next item was taken as exempt information following exclusion of the public and press (see Minute 42 above).

Matters Arising:-
Minute F30 had been discussed as a matter of urgent business at the Finance committee held on 10th October 2011 and the resolution that the Tourist Information Office provided financial information to all Councillors to enable the Council to make a decision on final grant payments to bring the Council’s contributions to support the TIC to an end.

Councillor Trevor Cope made a statement expressing concern that two Councillors who had declared an interest at this meeting had not done so at previous meetings and asked for this to be recorded.

A report from the Town Clerk with financial information from the Chamber had been circulated as a confidential document to all Councillors on 14th October 2011.  

The Town Clerk made it clear that a £5,000 payment had inadvertently been made twice to the TIC as last year’s final payment on the SLA ending 31st March 2011.  This had been held by the TIC pending review of grant funding for this year 2011/12.

A debate was held during which it was made clear that the Council was not minded to make any further grant to the TIC and wished the overpayment to be returned. 

  RESOLVED that 
(a) no further payments to support the Tourist Information Centre be paid by Exmouth Town Council;
(b) the £5,000 overpayment to the TIC be requested back.

Note: Councillors S Sutton declared a personal interest as partner of Ian MacQueen, Chairman of Exmouth Chamber of Trade and Commerce and left the room as did Councillor A Greenhalgh as sister of Councillor S Sutton.

51.  REPORTS FROM LOCAL BODIES AND THE TOWN CLERK AS           
	APPROPRIATE
· The LDF was approaching a conclusion
· Tidy Group had a reorganised date for Phear Park/Moorfield Marpool Estate
· Road resurfacing was taking place throughout the town
· There were still problems with parked cars in Moorfield Road leading to bus restrictions 
· A meeting would be held on 31st October to discuss the Strand building
· The Mineral and Waste Core Strategy would affect Blackhill Quarry 
· Fly tipping had become a consequence of the new waste and recycling charges which would be discussed at the Task Group
· Stuart Line Cruises would be running a remembrance boat trip on Sunday 13th November at 4pm – tickets £7 each
· New Core Strategy is to be released shortly
· East NHS trust would now link with North Devon and there would be a meeting on 23rd November to discuss local centres
· EDDC’s recycling service had been very flexible during the Town’s recent events
· Car Park TAFF had met last week and this would be on the agenda for the next  R & GP meeting
· Centre Stage production at the Pavilion had been excellent
· Exmouth Carnival had been well attended this year
· Brixington Improvement Group were keeping up with the LDF, Jubilee and Olympiad events
· The Tidy Group would be running the Youth award again following its recent success
· The Mayor had attended the Somerset Towns Forum on supermarket developments
· The Princes Trust Inaugural meeting at the Exeter Chiefs had been attended by the Mayor
· Training for youngsters wanting to engage in seeking skills to help them find work had been offered by Princes Trust
· Pat Graham and the Exmouth in Bloom team were thanked for their hard work in the achievement of the Gold Award for Exmouth
















The meeting concluded at 8.55 p.m. 





Signed .................................................................   Date ..................................................
 		      (Chairman)	
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