Recollections of Rolle

At the end of World War 2 an Emergency College was set up to cater for Armed Forces who trained to become teachers on a one year course.

In 1948 the college became a women’s teacher training college.

I became involved with Rolle in 1958/60 when I was appointed as a teacher to Withycombe Primary School and there the students were assigned to each class, where the teacher helped in their training and liaised with the tutor responsible. In addition some of the professional staff would ‘borrow’ my class to demonstrate particular skills.

Shortly after our fourth child was born in 1963, I was asked to join the Physical Education (PE) department at Rolle (my specialist subject) and was responsible for teaching PE to young and mature students at the college.

During the 1960s and early 1970s much interaction took place between the Town and Rolle. Students would visit families where there were under school age children and take back their observations to their tutors. The late Violet Madge and her staff were extremely influential at this time and they set up Saturday morning activities at the College where there were wonderful resources available for young children. The science department were also ‘hands on’ with primary school children and organised Science Weekends under the leadership of Ray Jones, the head of department.

Exmouth children were very fortunate to have all these facilities and so were the families further afield. For example: the County’s Music staff used the resource at the College to bring together pupils who were studying a musical instrument.

Rolle was used by many Exmouth groups such as the Music society, Spanish and French circles, the Dancing School’s Concerts, Chess groups etc.

In the meantime the College had expanded from around 250 to a 1000 students and became a centre with established links with several countries overseas, for example Kenya – where there were lots of exchange visits by students in both directions.

Principals came and went – I remember Miss Croft in 1957 followed by Miss Spicer but the most respected was Francis Cammaerts, who was a Belgian who worked for the French resistance during the Second World War. He was threatened with execution and only survived because the war ended. He opened up the doors of Rolle to the community. He also made contacts with Dartington College and people who wanted to be specialist secondary teachers did 2 years at Dartington and one year at Rolle and those wanting to be primary specialist teachers did one year at Dartington and two years at Rolle.
I hope this potted version of my memories of Rolle demonstrates the value

the people of Exmouth enjoyed when Rolle was an independent training college.
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